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Brewing up a fresh
New Urbanism, with arts
and culture centered ina - -

lively downtown
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SAY THE WORD “Milwaukee,” and'it’s thirough fresh snow.

likely to conjure up an image of brats on Milwaukee’s downtown revitalization

the grill, cheese curds, and ice-cold beer. has been in the works since the late

But there is much more to this Midwest- 1990s. Former mayor John Norquist

ern city on Lake Michigan’s shoreline. vowed to cultivate a place that illustrates

Summertime is when Wisconsin’s larg- New Urbanism, where one could work,

est city is most vibrant, but the other shop, eat, and play without ever leaving
‘ seasons have their special moments, too. the neighborhood. Today, the Milwau-
“ County parks are favorite gathering spots kee RiverWalk is completely developed,
for locals to hike amid autumn color, with public art, restaurants, and a
3 or strap on cross-country skis and glide pedestrian pathway.
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Park It

The National Recreation
and Park Association
gave Milwaukee County
a Gold Medal Award

last year, and for good
reason: Its park system

is deemed one of the
best for its diversity, with
more than 140 parks and
paths on 15,000 acres.
Sue Black, director of the
Milwaukee County Parks
Department, says it

best: “What we have are
places where we define
ourselves . .. where we
come together, where we
get healthy.”
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And the downtown doesn’t shut down at
5 p.m. Its streets bustle with diners taking
advantage of outdoor seating at restaurants
(the patio at The Knick overlooks Lake Michi-
gan), or exiting a performance at the Marcus
Center for the Performing Arts, where the
Florentine Opera Company and a roster of
Broadway musicals appear.

But the Milwaukee Art Museum puts the
city on the cultural map, with about 20,000
works and the soaring Quadracci Pavilion—
a postmodern version of a Gothic cathedral,
complete with flying buttresses. The city is
also home to many professional perform-
ing arts groups: the Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra and the Milwaukee Ballet, among
others. Painters, poets, and dancers make
the city their home, some of them graduates
of the Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design
(tucked into the Historic Third Ward neigh-
borhood and surrounded by art galleries).

While most cities build their convention
centers outside of the downtown area, con-
venient to airports and office parks, Milwau-
kee chose to place its convention center in
the heart of downtown, not far from trendy
restaurants on Milwaukee Street, The Shops
of Grand Avenue, the sparkling lakefront,
and athletic events and concerts at the Brad-
ley Center (home to the NBA Milwaukee
Bucks). It's the perfect example of what
Milwaukeeans consider a key part of their
quality of life—everything you need is

Dip and Chips

The Milwaukee Ballet;
(left) dining atong
the RlverWalk inthe

within a short distance.

Another area of ingenuity: creating more
green jobs. Mayor Tom Barrett is leading the
way by commissioning a group of residents
to serve as his Green Team, opening the
Milwaukee Office of Sustainability, and pro-
claiming the 30th Street Industrial Corridor
as the city’s “Greenlight District.”

Its progressive spirit is no surprise, as Mil-
waukee has always been forward-thinking.
Incorporated in 1846, its boomtown reputa-
tion led to an influx of German immigrants.
In 1880, native Germans made up 27 percent
of Milwaukee’s population, the highest con-
centration of any immigrant group in a U.S.
city. And they introduced America to what is
now a world-class beverage: beer.

Beer barons learned the trade back in
Germany and later brewed, with great pride,
in their new hometown. They lived in huge
mansions just north of downtown in what is
now the Brewers Hill neighborhood. Miller-
Coors is the only large-scale brewery remain-
ing in Milwaukee today, along with several
microbreweries, such as Sprecher Brewing
Co., which offers tours of its operations in an
old elevator-car factory.

It's a Rust Belt city no more. Spend a few
days here and you'll soon see what Milwau-
kee’s residents already know: A good quality
of life is the kind of thing that—when you
find it—you want to keep and protect.

We'll toast to that.
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